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Mailer Forms 'the Fifth Estate' 



.1/* M tri fihatr 


Five hundred guests attended a 50th birthday party for writer Nor- 
man Mailer (center) Monday at New York's Four Seasons Restaurant 


New York 

NORMAN Mailer, the self- 
styled “cm battled aging 
enfant terrible of the liter- 
ary world/' has just turned 
50, and to celebrate the occa- 
sion Monday night he threw 
himself a u elegant $50- 
a-couple birthday party at 
the Four Seasons Restaur- 
ant. 

The party was intended 
not only to celebrate Mailer, 
but to let him announce the 
formation of what the author 
called “the fifth estate*'— a 
“democratic secret police.” 

Facing 500 invited guests, 
the author said: “I want a 
people’s FBI and a people’s 
CIA — to investigate those 
two" — referring to the real 
Federal Bnrcau of Investi- 
gation and the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency. 

“If we have a democratic 
secret police to keep tabs on 
Washington's secret police, 
which is not democratic, but 
bureaucratic, we will see 
how far paranoia is justi- 
fied." he continued. 

Mailer’s notion was to “let 
the idea sink in tonight," and 
to form a steering commit- 
tee to investigate the possi- 
bility of forming such a ci- 
vilian secret poUce. 

The meaning of the Fifth 
Estate, a nonprofit founda- 
tion that would receive its 
initial financing from the re- 
ceipts of the party, was 
Mailer's secret until last 
night. 

The birthday party was 
originally the idea of Lady 
Jean Simpson, Mailer’s 
third wife, and Frank 
Crowther, an old friend. Ac- 
cording to Crowther, when 
he suggested the party, Mail- 
er at first declined, saying, 
“another ego trip? Who 
needs it?” Later he decided 
to use his birthday as “a 
launching pad" for the foun- 
dation. 

About 5000 invitations 

were mailed for what 


Crowther characterized as 
“a family anti literary event 
— a night for the written 
word." 

Jacob Javits, Paul O' 
Dwyer, Melvin Van Peebles, 
Bernardo Bertoiut d, Mrs. 
Henry Heinz, Bobby Short, 
Shirley MacLaine, Andy 
Warhol, Jules Feiifer, Jose 
Torres, Murray Kempton 
and many other of Mailer’s 1 
writing cohorts wwe there. 

In addition there were at 
least two Mailer ex-wives, 
plus his mother and his ten- 
year-old daughter. 

At a news conference yes- 
terday, Mailer clarified "the 
Fifth Estate." 

Me said thaf he is regret- 
ting calling the body, as he 
did in his original announce- 
ment, “a people’s police," 
aud explained that it was 
“open-ended," with a struc- 
ture and specific goals to be 
determined after the forma- 
tion of a steering committee. 


Mailer compared the Fifth 
Estate to Nader's Raiders, 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union and Common Cause. 

As several possible areas 
for investigation, he named 
the assassination of JolinF. 


Eagleton’s mental hlstorv, 
and the Watergate affair. * 
He was creating the Fifth 
Estate, he explained, be- 
cause “we have to face up to 
the possibiliiy that the coun 
try may be sliding toward 


mission report, possible Re- 
publican involvement In the 
exposuru of Scuator Thomas 
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absolute huge distrust of th 
American government." 
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